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The Degree of Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA – 360 points)
These regulations must be read in conjunction with the General Regulations for the University, in particular 
the Research Course Regulations.

1. Version
(a)	 These Regulations came into force on 1 January 2018.
(b)	 This degree was first offered in 2012.

2. Variations
In exceptional circumstances, the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research may vary these Regulations.

3. The structure of the qualification
To qualify for the Doctor of Musical Arts a student must pass a three-part programme, combining written and 
practical work in musical composition or performance, having a minimum total value of 360 points.

DMA in Performance comprises:

(a)	 Part I 
i. 	 Presentation of a lecture demonstration of at least 45 minutes on a topic relevant to their DMA 

research, and questions relating to it; and
ii. 	 Presentation of a public recital on their principal instrument (including voice), supported by 

programme notes, focusing on repertoire directly relevant to their research.
(b)	 Part II

(c)	 Part III
i. 	 Submission of a high quality digital audio or video recording of at least 40 minutes that is directly 

relevant to their research topic and is supported by original liner notes; and
ii. 	 Submission of a written thesis of no more than 35,000 words, excluding appendices, on their 

research topic; and
iii. 	 Presentation of a public recital on their principal instrument (including voice), supported by 

programme notes, that demonstrates mastery of repertoire directly relevant to their research. 
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ii. 	 Submission of a creative portfolio of music or sound-based artworks reflecting their compositional 
research. Unless an exemption is granted, this must include three substantial works, one of which 
must be for large forces (eg, orchestra, large speaker array, or equivalent). At least part of the 
portfolio should be publicly disseminated (concert, recording, broadcast etc). Submissions can be in 
the form of musical scores, digital audio files, software, or other media appropriate to the creative 
output. For site specific or other non-reproducible works, audio visual recordings accompanied by 
explanatory text, or other appropriate form of documentation, must be provided; and

iii. 	 Submission of a written thesis of no more than 35,000 words, excluding appendices, on a topic 
related to the creative portfolio.

Requirements (i), (ii) and (iii) for Part III will form the basis of examination for the DMA in Composition.

4. Admission to the qualification
(a)	 A student, before enrolling for the degree, must be approved by the Amo Rangahau | Dean of 

Postgraduate Research (or delegate) as having adequate qualifications, experience and the ability to 
pursue the proposed course.

(b)	 A student for the degree must have either:
i. 	 qualified for an Aotearoa New Zealand equivalent of a bachelor’s degree with First or Second Class 

(Division I) Honours, or a master’s degree with Distinction or Merit, or equivalent; or
ii. 	 been admitted with a degree of Academic Equivalent Standing to those in Regulation 4(b)(i).
iii. 	 In special circumstances, the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research may approve the 

enrolment of a graduate who does not hold one of the qualifications under Regulation 4(b)(i) or (ii), 
but who has produced satisfactory evidence of adequate research experience, training and ability to 
pursue the degree.

(c)	 Unless an exemption is granted by the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research, a student 
must undertake an audition, interview and/or submit relevant previous academic work and receive 
recommendation from Te Kura Puoro | School of Music.

5. Subjects
The subjects for this degree are Music Performance, and Composition.

6. Time limits
(a)	 A student must enrol full-time unless exempted by the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research.

i. 	 The maximum period of enrolment for a full-time student is 36 months.
ii. 	 For a full-time student, Parts I, II and III must each be completed within 12 months. Failure to 

complete any one Part within a 12-month period without obtaining approval from the Amo 
Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research will result in termination of enrolment.

(b)	 Part-time study will be approved only if a student can devote sufficient time to study and complete 
research within the time limits.
i. 	 The minimum and maximum periods of enrolment for a part-time student are 55 months and 

6 years, respectively.
ii. 	 For a part-time student, a timetable for completion of Parts I, II and III must be approved by the Amo 

Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research and Tumuaki Kura | Head of School as part of the research 
proposal. Failure to complete any one Part within a 12-month period without obtaining approval from 
the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research will result in termination of enrolment.

(c)	 The Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research may:
i. 	 vary the time limits if extenuating circumstances are demonstrated; and
ii. 	 permit a student to transfer between full and part-time.

7. Transfers of credit, substitutions and cross-credits
Transfers of credit, substitutions and cross-credits are not applicable for this degree.

8. Progression
(a)	 A student must satisfactorily complete Part I, in order to progress to Part II.
(b)	 A student must satisfactorily complete Part II, in order to progress to Part III.
(c)	 Coursework during DMA Candidature

/
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i. 	 A student may be required by their supervisors to enrol in specific courses concurrent with their 
DMA enrolment, in which case:
a.	 a student will not be charged additional enrolment fees for those courses; and
b.	 completion of courses to a minimum grade specified by the department will be required for 

continued enrolment in the DMA.
ii. 	 A student may elect to enrol, concurrent with their DMA enrolment, in courses not required by their 

supervisors, in which case 
a.	 a student must have the support of their supervisory team; and
b.	 a student will be charged fees for these courses; and
c.	 completion of courses will have no bearing on continuation of the DMA.

iii. 	
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9. Exit and Upgrade Pathways to other Qualifications
(a)	 With the approval of the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research, and on the recommendations of the 

Tumuaki Kura | Head of School and the relevant Amo | Dean, a student for a Master of Music degree, a Master of 
Arts degree, or a Doctor of Philosophy degree, may transfer to the Degree of Doctor of Musical Arts, provided:
i. 	 The student has satisfactorily completed any course work required by a student enrolling for the 

DMA; and
ii. 	 The student has undertaken research towards a master's thesis or project for a period at least 

equivalent to six months' full-time enrolment; and
iii. 	 For a student enrolled for a DMA under this regulation, the date of enrolment and Student – 

Supervisory Agreement will be backdated to the date at which the master's research commenced.
(b)	 A student who has not fulfilled the requirements of the DMA, or who wishes to transfer, may apply to the 

relevant Amo | Dean and Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research to transfer to the appropriate 
master’s degree.

10. Place of research and study
Unless approval has been granted at the time of enrolment for extramural study:

(a)	 A student must spend at least 18 months undertaking research at Te Whare Wānanga o 
Waitaha | University of Canterbury. With support from the senior supervisor, and approval of the Amo 
Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research this period may be reduced. 

(b)	 A student wishing to undertake study away Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury 
must apply to the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research in advance and demonstrate that:
i. 	 there are adequate research facilities and supervision; and
ii. 	 there is satisfactory means of communication with the supervisors at Te Whare Wānanga o 

Waitaha | University of Canterbury; and
iii. 	 consideration has been given to risks associated with research being conducted at the proposed location.

11. Appeals
A student may appeal against any decision made by the Amo Rangahau | Dean of Postgraduate Research as 
stipulated in the General Regulations for the University.


