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Vice-Chancellor’s Report to Council   

 
 

November 2024 

This period marks the end of the second full semester of the year, concluding with exams.                            

The Summer ‘semester’ started on 11 November and runs through to 13 December 2024.  

Engagement 

Sir Richard Taylor, co-founder and creative director of New Zealand’s legendary Wētā Workshop, 
presented UC’s annual free public Hopkins Lecture, For the Love of Creativity, on 1 October to a 
capacity crowd in UCSA’s Ngaio Marsh Theatre.  Hosted annually since 1978 by UC’s Civil and Natural 
Resources Engineering department, the Hopkins Lecture supports UC to promote broad social 
discussions within the engineering profession while enhancing public understanding of engineering 
issues.  The visit included a tour of 
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run by the Recreation Centre, a community lunch in Rehua, a Take a Mate to a Cafe discount 
scheme, and Run72 the annual Lads Without Labels three day running relay around campus. 
 
The Student Wellbeing team ran another Study Week event to finish off the year and give students 
a chance to 
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and how we foster graduate employability. On the evening of 24 October UC was announced as a 
partner of HRH King Charles’ new King’s Commonwealth Fellowship Programme. The programme 
offers fellowships for mid-career professionals and students from Commonwealth Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) like Samoa. 
 
On 11 October UC Hosted the Fijian Honourable Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro on campus 
to discuss undergraduate and postgraduate research options for Fijian students at UC. The Minister 
also met with current UC Fijian students. 
 
UC’s Distinguished Professor Steven Ratuva presented findings from the POCCA study (Pacific Ocean 
Climate Crisis Assessment) at the Conference of Parties 29 (COP29) in Azerbaijan on                                             
11 November.  The three-year study was led by UC in collaboration withe
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