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Introduction and Methods  
The 2013 survey was distributed as an on-line survey to all current UC students on Wednesday 25th 
September. The link was contained in an email sent from the Director of Learning Resources, Alex Hanlon. 
The link was active for one week. A reminder notice was sent out to all students via Juice on Tuesday 1 
October, and a UCSA Facebook post promoted the survey on Wednesday 2 October. 795 responses were 
received. The survey asked ten questions and, unlike the 2012 (n=1,057) survey (but like the 2011 survey, 
n=300) it also asked about specific sustainability initiatives on campus. In other respects, the questions 
were the same as in 2012. 

In reassessing the survey, a slight change was made to one of the Likert scales to make it consistent with 
other questions which 
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Figure 1: Level of sustainable practice amongst students in their personal lives, 2011-2013 

Knowledge of sustainable practice is  important for future employment  
66% of students reported that they believe that knowledge of sustainable practice will be important or very 
important for their employment prospects in the near future (up 5% over 2012), while 22% believe that this 
will not be important for them. 

 

Figure 2: Relative importance of knowledge of sustainable practice for future employment, 2012-2013 

Those students who most felt that knowledge of sustainable practice would be important for employment 
in the near future were Education students (82%), Law (76%) and Engineering (70%).  

Sustainability a growing deal-maker for choosing UC as a place of study  
Since 2012 UC has begun including a small amount of sustainability messaging in its promotional material. 
Although still only a small component of this material, 21% of students reported that these credentials 
were either important or very important in choosing UC as a place to study (up 2%). 67% said it was not 
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Figure 6: Beliefs about the University of Canterbury’s progress on sustainability, 2012-2013 

Student 
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Figure 7: Beliefs about College’s progress on Sustainability, 2012-2013 

Awareness of on-campus sustainability initiatives has grown  
The 2011 trial survey asked students to rate their awareness of a variety of on-campus sustainability 
initiatives (Figure 8). This was not repeated in 2012, but we asked the question again in 2013 (Figure 9). It 
appears overall that awareness of the selected initiatives is improving. �/�v���î�ì�í�ï���Z�&���]�Œ���d�Œ�������[���Á���•���������������š�}��
the list of initiatives.  

Leaving Fair Trade out of the equation for the moment, the proportion of respondents who reported that 
�š�Z���Ç���Z�������Z�v���À���Œ���Z�����Œ�����}�(�[���������Z���]�v�]�š�]���š�]�À�������Œ�}�‰�‰�������}�À���Œ���š�Z�����š�Á�}��samples from 49% to 32%. Those who 
�Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�������š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���Z�������Z�Z�����Œ�����}�(�����µ�š���v�}�š��used or partic�]�‰���š�����[���]�v���Œ�����•�������(�Œ�}�u���ð�î�9���}�(���š�Z�����š�}�š���o���š�}���ñ�ì�9�X��
�d�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�������š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���Á���Œ�����Z���Á���Œ�����}�(�����v�����Z���À���������š�]�À���o�Ç���µ�•�������}�Œ���‰���Œ�š�]���]�‰���š�����[���Œ�}�•�����(�Œ�}�u���í�ì�9���š�}��
18%. It appears, then, that active involvement in the selected sustainability initiatives has increased 
significantly since 2011. 

In 2013, the most active use of or participation in a sustainability project was recycling, at 65% (compared 
with 48% in 2011), followed by Fair Trade (41%) and cycling initiatives (20%, compared with 8% in 2011). 
Eco My Flat was the initiative most people had heard about without actively participating, at 71%. This 
repeated the 2011 result (69%). This was followed by the community gardens (67%; up 27% on 2011), and 
Eco Week (58%; up 3% on 2011).   

Overall, the picture is of both increasing awareness of sustainability projects, along with increasing 
participation. In terms of the second category, which simply asks about awareness but not participation, 
growth occurred against all indicators (except recycling, which had a lot more people actively involved), 
with the largest increases in awareness being the community gardens (up 27%), stream restoration (up 
16%) and the Eco Office programme (up 15%). Active participation or use of projects also increased against 
all indicators, especially in recycling (up 16%), Eco Week (up 12%), cycling initiatives (up 12%) and 
community gardens (up 8%). This corroborates the above findings regarding student perceptions of the 
�h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�[�•���}�À���Œ���o�o���‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u���v���������Œ�}�µ�v�����•�µ�•�š���]�v�����]�o�]�š�Ç�X 
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Figure 10: Key words from sustainability definitions, 2013 

 

Figure 11: Key words from sustainability definitions, 2011 (left) and 2012 (right) 

Conclusions 
The following conclusions can be drawn from this exercise: 

 Student interest in sustainability has increased 

 More students believe that knowledge of sustainable practice will be important for employment in 
the near future  

 �^�o�]�P�Z�š�o�Ç���u�}�Œ�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•���(���o�š���h���[�•���P�Œ�����v�����Œ�������v�š�]���o�•���Á���Œ�����]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�š���]�v���š�Z���]�Œ�����Z�}�]�������šo study here 

 More students are studying sustainability at UC 

 More students would prefer to have more of a sustainability focus in their studies 

 More students believe UC is doing well on its sustainability performance 

 Students still feel that their college is performing well, although there was an increase in the 
proportion of those who felt their college was performing poorly 

 Student awareness of on-campus sustainability initiatives has grown. 

 A draft definition for sustainability based around notions of resource use, environment and future 
generations has general support from the student body. 

Recommendations  
Given the foregoing, it is recommended that: 
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 References to sustainability and progress towards meeting sustainability targets outlined in the UC 
Sustainability Strategy (draft) be included in UC recruitment materials 

 Operational initiatives (eg the community gardens, stream restoration, cycling infrastructure, 
recycling and fair trade) be maintained 

 


